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This report contains incfications relating to ihe following items: 



1^ 
□ 


Box No. I 


Basis of the rqwrt 


Box No. n 


Plioiity 
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Box No. m 


Non-esiablishment of opinion vyjib regard to novelty, ioveotive step and industrial 
applicabUity 
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Box No, IV 


Lack of unity of ioveniion 
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Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard.ljD nbvdty, mventave step or in 


□ 


Box No, VI 
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Box No. vn 


Ceitain defects iit the intemationai applicaUon 
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BoxNo.Vm 


Certain observations on the international application 
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not. except where the applicant makes an exprws request under Article 23(2), before &e expoation of 30 monlhs from the pnOiilV 
date(Rule44tw.2). 
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T affnl's file refer<H)c« 



PC 06 359 B 



IntiiAjiiiicul ;)|i|>licglion No. 

PCT/i:P200S/002740 



see form PCT/ISA/210 



FOR FURTHER ACTION 

Se« paragraph 2: 



Mematiomil Elitig diAe (dayfmonth/ytfir) 

15.03.2005 



iitiTiUHiMl rjKul Classirieuion(lPC) or both nAtronal clajsification Md IKC 

E03C1/084 



Priority dMe (dnj^mh/yiaT) 

25.03.2004 



NEOPERL (^H 



licia contains indications rdating to the Mlowing items: 
Basis of Ibeopinjan 

Priority 

Non-c«(4blisfainent of opinion wilhregard to novelty, invo^vodqp and JndDwial tp^icability 

Laclc of unity of iavention 



Ccttaan docttmenta cited 
Certain defects in tlie iitlen 



□ 


Box No. 1 

Bos No. n 


□ 


Box No, III 


□ 


Box No. IV 




Bon No. V 


□ 


Box No. VI 


□ 


BWN0.VII 


□ 


BoxNo. Vni 


FIRTHER ACTION 



Certain obaeivaiiont On the intenuiional application 



If a demand fof iaicmoUonal prdimlatlry emmination ia made, Oiis opinion *in ,1* «onaidend to be a wdttm 
Inlcnviijonal Pt^dimioary Bxamiiiing ADlhoiity COFBA") except ijiat this dk»9 not ap{#y vhew the q^cant Gbooaes ai) 
than litis one to be ih» IPEA and the i4tM«n IPEA has notified the Iiternational BtttM .nndtET Role 66.1««0>) tlm wri 
tills tnternationid Searching Autheriiy vviU not be 10 considered. 

If this opimoo is. a« provided above, considered to be a wrin«n opinion of file IPEA, the qvlicam is invited to 
wrillen reply logeiber. where appropriate, with ameodmenls. before ihe e^^irationi of 3 monOM fr 
PCT/ISA/220 or beCote rhe eqq>inliDn of 32 months from the priority dale, whidever axpiMt later. 
For fiirlher options, see Form PCT/ISA/220. 



«i3binli 10 the IPEA a 



For fiifilxjr details, ae 



:oFormPCtnSA/220. 



Name and mailing »ddrcss of the ISA/BP 



Facsimile No. 



Aurfaorized officer 



Form PCT/ISA«37 (cover iieel) (January 200») 
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, iDtnoalioiu] appUe«li«nKD. 

PCT/EP2005/002740 - 

9a«l9 0f Mllsopildoii 

Ml &st«bli3h«d on the basil o[(t» intcntatioiial applicatian in ttn langUAge in which il wt 



Q TUi opinion hft$ b«»n established on the basis of a ir»isliilion from the anptal iMgtragc ioio tie fi^llowiag Imgwge 

, which is the language of a (ranslalion foinialwd fox 1}»pwgottt <rf imxnBtuuul search {und^ 

Rule 12.3 and 23, 1(b)). • ' 



a. lypeofro 

n labIe(!)ird«ied(OlhB sequence listing 

b. formal of materiid 

in written format 
I I in computer readable form 

c. time of fiHng/f»rnishing 

I I contained in the i(\t«f natiOMil application ta filed. 

I I tiled together with the ioternatioiul applicaiion in eon^uter readable form. 

I I furnished subsequently to this Auihoriiy for the purposes of search. 



3. ^] In addition, in the caw (hat more than one vnaion or UQpy or a ssquencc listing^, and/or tj)bl«(t) idtting theMo has been fil 
furnished, the required statemems thai the intorms<ion in the «nb$eqveat or ndditioiiil comes ia idBmiea) to tbal in the »pll«Mi 



4. AdkliliODiil comments; 



F«nnPCr/ISA/237(BoxNo.I) airauary20(M> 
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WRITTEN OPINION OF THE 


'Inttniaiioiul appiicalipn N«, 


INTERNATIONAL SEARaiING AliTHORITY 


PCT/EP2005/002740 



Box No. V R«)i$oD«d aatemeni Dnder Rnl« 43blii.l(a)(t) with regard lo mnitj, inventive atep or IndwlTlsl «ppllcablUtyi 
dtafl(w»aiia txulanaUow snpporllne aich iitttH3iieiit__. 



1. Sl»eniea( 

Claims 4, 5, 10, 11, 12, ;13„ 14 XSS 

ci»ims 1-3, 6-9, 15, 16 ■ . 

InwMiveslBpdS) 11, 14 \ YES 

Claims 1-10, 12, 13, 15, 16 , NO 

Industrial applicabiliiydA) Claims 1-16 YES 

Claiw , NO, 



Reference is made to the following documents; 



Dl; DE 32 05 205-A 
D2: EP Q 190 965-A 



2. The present application fails to comply with the 

requirements of PCT Article 33(1) since the subject 

matter of independent claims 1 and '3 is not novel 
(PCT Article 33(2) ) . 

2.1 Before dealing with the novelty of the above- 
mentioned claims, reference is made' to the following 
clarity problems (PCT Article 6) . , 



The subject matter of independent claim % appears to 
be an aerator. It is assumed that a plumbing fixture 
with its water outlet does not form .part of the 
invention, even though the aerator "is fixed" 
thereto. The preamble of claim 1 does not disclose 
any features of the aerator. 

It is likewise unclear whether an "'outer ring" 



Fonn rcT/ISAy237 CBox No. V) aai»Mry2004) 
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. Inteni«ti«iMl appUcaiion No. > > ' 

■ PCX/EP2005/002740 ' 



Reason«d staiemetii under Kale 43bls.l(a)Ci} viO) r«ierd to nordly, invenUve step or Industrial applicability; 
-' taiions an^ explanalloM supportlna such st - 



should form part of the invention; the outer ring is 
"fixed" to the outlet end of the water outlet. 



Independent claim 3 is unclear. Wording- such as 

"m particular according to claim l*" 
should be deleted. 

Claim 3 is in fact an independent Clwiin, As a 
result, the present set of claim« includes too many 
independent claims in the same claim category. 
There is no unity of invention (PCX Rule .13,1 and 
13.2) between the present claim 1 and the subject 
matter of independent claim 3 since claiia 1 does not 
disclose a "ball joint" or a corresponding feature. 



Claims 4 to 5 relate to a feature which has 
previously been disclosed as optional: a "screwed- 
in" connection has not yet been claimed. 



Claim 6 specifies features for "the; ball", even 
though claims 1 and 2 do not refer to, a "ball joint" 
or directly to a "ball". Corresponding problems are 
repeated in the present set of claims. 

2.2 In so far as the subject matter of claims 1 to 16 
can be understood, the following is stated: 



Documents Dl and D2 disclose a.erators in a tap, and 
the aerators can be pivoted according to claim 1 (in 



Form PCT/ISA/237 (Box No. V) (lanwiy 2004> 
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PCT/EP2Q05/QQ2'7-4.0;.:. 

Box No. V Reasoned statement under Rule 43bls.l<a)(J) with regard to novdty, iqyenUve. 8t«p or ludiutiiai applleabllltyi 
dtattons and e^pianatlops supportinp at"* 



this reepect, see the passages in the search 
report) . , ' ■ 

The subject matter of independent claim 1 is 
therefore not novel . 



The subject matter of independent claim 3 is 
likewise known from documents Dl and,D2. Both 
documents disclose an aerator which is completely or ' 
at least partially mounted within a ball of a ball 
joint. An outer ring, where the ball is mounted, can 
be fixed in an outlet end of the water outlet (at 
this point, reference is again made to the passages 
in the search report) . 

The subject matter of independent , claim 3 is 
therefore likewise not novel. 



The additional features of dependent claims, 2, 6-9, 
15 and 16 are also known from document 01, and 
therefore the subject matter of the;^e' claims is not 
novel, Accordingly, these claims li-kewise do not 
meet the requirements of PCT Article 33(2) . 



Dependent claims 4, 5, 10, 12 and 13 do not contain 
any additional features which, in combination with 
the features of any claim to which they refer, lead 
to a subject matter which involves an inventive step 
with respect to the citations mentioned in the 
present procedure. This is because the additional 
features of these claims are either already .known 



F<wmPC'r/rSA/237(BoxNo.Vj (January 2004) 
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Beasoned $tat«m«ul under Rtile43bi.<).l(a)<l) with reeard to 
clWlons and txplangflgng supponina such et 



WMmtftonal sppUcaliOn No. 

PCT/EP2005/00274P 
ovdiy, lnv&n<iv« InduMrial s)iplicalhil|ty; 



from documents Dl or D2 or are evident as an obvious 
combination of features from the citations mentioned 
in the present procedure or concern' minor structural , 
modifications which are part of th^e routine practice 
of a person skilled in the art. 



The combination of features in dependent claim 11 is 
neither known nor obvious from the' available prior 
art. In so far as it is dependent on claim 11, 
14 likewise appears to be admissible. 



f annPCT/lSA/237(Bo3tNo.V) (January 2(K») 
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